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redress of grievances in support of the res-
toration of liberty, not in restricting it; shrinking
our bloated government, not expanding it; who
want to reduce taxes, not raise them; abolish
costly government programs, not create them;
expose the abuses and oppressions of tyran-
nical dictates; River City Patriots promote the
freedom and independence of our citizens, not
the interference of government in their lives;
and observe the limited, enumerated powers
of our Constitution, not ignore them.

Mr. Speaker, these truly American patriots
of every cultural, religious and ethnic back-
ground have found a common cause in fight-
ing back today’s proliferating big government
rules and regulations imposed by costly bloat-
ed government bureaucracies who are ac-
countable to no one at the expense of indi-
vidual rights.

They are God-fearing, freedom-loving Amer-
icans who desire nothing more than to rein in
big government’s tendency toward excessive
coercion and the insidious spread of govern-
ment overreach. They question when the va-
lidity of laws and morality contradict each
other. They desire nothing more than the ex-
tension of individual freedom in a Constitu-
tional Republic that attaches all possible value
to citizens rather than making each citizen a
mere agent, a mere number of the state; a
Constitutional Republic that seeks equality in
Liberty rather than in restraint and servitude.

Mr. Speaker, there is a great political awak-
ening taking place in our country today. The
roots of which are solid stock and American
made, they are visionary individuals who un-
derstand the moral foundations of a Constitu-
tional Republic, the benefits of free markets,
and the Blessings individual liberty. May they
continue to strive valiantly and dare greatly.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a
few short minutes to give this testimony in
support of a truly American grassroots organi-
zation.
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Ms. BROWNLEY. Mr. Speaker, Today, | rise
to recognize Lori DeMersseman, who will be
honored by the Los Angeles Democratic Party
as a 2013 Eleanor and Franklin Roosevelt
Democrat of the Year.

Lori is a political leader whose tireless ef-
forts can be seen in her important contribution
to our community. As a founder and the cur-
rent President of the Democratic Singles of
Ventura County, Lori created an organization
for like-minded individuals who are passionate
about the economic, social and environmental
issues facing our nation. The DSVC is a wel-
coming club for individuals to volunteer and
socialize with other Democrats while partici-
pating in the political process.

Lori has always been engaged in improving
our community. She is a committed advocate
for equality and has long supported the prior-
ities of the Democratic Party.

For being an exemplary grassroots activist
who is consistently helping Democratic can-
didates and important statewide propositions, |
extend my sincere congratulations and join the
Los Angeles Democratic Party in honoring Lori
DeMersseman.
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Mr. BENTIVOLIO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in support of the Bloomfield Republican Wom-
en’'s Club of Michigan, who like so many
grassroot organizations throughout our country
have diligently educated our citizens on var-
ious public issues facing us today. Exercising
their Constitutional right to peacefully assem-
ble and in many cases petition their govern-
ment for a redress of grievances in support of
the restoration of liberty, not in restricting it;
shrinking our bloated government, not expand-
ing it; who want to reduce taxes, not raise
them; abolish costly government programs,
not create them; expose the abuses and op-
pressions of tyrannical dictates; and promote
the freedom and independence of our citizens,
not the interference of government in their
lives; and observe the limited, enumerated
powers of our Constitution, not ignore them.

Mr. Speaker, these truly American patriots
of every cultural, religious and ethnic back-
ground have found a common cause in fight-
ing back today’s proliferating big government
rules and regulations imposed by costly bloat-
ed government bureaucracies who are ac-
countable to no one at the expense of indi-
vidual rights.

They are God-fearing, freedom-loving Amer-
icans who desire nothing more than to rein in
big government’'s tendency toward excessive
coercion and the insidious spread of govern-
ment overreach. They question when the va-
lidity of laws and morality contradict each
other. They desire nothing more than the ex-
tension of individual freedom in a Constitu-
tional Republic that attaches all possible value
to citizens rather than making each citizen a
mere agent, a mere number; a Constitutional
Republic that seeks equality in Liberty rather
than in restraint and servitude.

Mr. Speaker, there is a great political awak-
ening taking place in our country today. The
roots of which are solid stock and American
made, they are visionary individuals who un-
derstand the moral foundations of a Constitu-
tional Republic, the benefits of free markets,
and individual liberty. May they continue to
strive valiantly and dare greatly.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a
few short minutes to give this testimony in
support of a truly American organization.

————

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF
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Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in honor
of a dear friend of mine, Lorie Grinnan, on her
retirement as the County Commissioner of
Precinct 2 in Rockwall County. Lorie has
served as Commissioner for eight years, and
was the first woman to be re-elected to that
position. During that time, she has been dedi-
cated to serving the community of Rockwall,
TX.
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| have known Lorie for many years, and her
commitment to implementing sound policies
that benefit the citizens of Rockwall County is
unparalleled. She has served in public office
for 17 years, and during that time has under-
taken many projects from transportation to
emergency services.

Besides serving as County Commissioner,
Lorie was also a member of the Rockwall
Independent School District Board for nine
years, and served as a member of the Juve-
nile Services Board as Commissioner and
school board member. She also currently pre-
sides as the president of the Emergency Serv-
ices Board. In addition to her roles as a public
servant, she is a member of many community
organizations including the Rockwall Noon Ro-
tary, First United Methodist Church, Chamber
of Congress, and city councils of Rockwall,
Heath, Rowlett, and McLendon-Chisolm.

Some of her active projects as County Com-
missioner include a $100 million road bond, in-
frastructure improvements to various roads in
the area, and work to maintain quick ambu-
lance response time despite construction.

Among one of her greatest undertakings
was spearheading the Veterans Advisory
Committee to help oversee the construction of
the Veterans Memorial. Over 2,000 citizens at-
tended the opening ceremony which was held
on November 11, 2011.

Commissioner Grinnan, as well as her hus-
band Jeff, and their two children Nicholas and
Kimberley, all attended Texas A&M University.
Kimberley is also seeking a law degree from
Texas Tech University.

Upon her retirement, Lorie will leave behind
a distinguished legacy and her influence will
be felt throughout Rockwall County for many
years to come. | ask my colleagues to join me
today in congratulating Lorie Grinnan, and
wishing her the best of luck on her future op-
portunities.

————
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Mr. BENTIVOLIO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in support of the Birmingham Republican
Women’s Club of Michigan, who like so many
organizations throughout our country have dili-
gently educated our citizens on various public
issues facing us today. Exercising their Con-
stitutional right to peacefully assemble and in
many cases petition their government for a re-
dress of grievances in support of the restora-
tion of liberty, not in restricting it; shrinking our
bloated government, not expanding it; who
want to reduce taxes, not raise them; abolish
costly government programs, not create them;
expose the abuses and oppressions of tyran-
nical dictates; and promote the freedom and
independence of our citizens, not the inter-
ference of government in their lives; and ob-
serve the limited, enumerated powers of our
Constitution, not ignore them.

Mr. Speaker, these truly American patriots
of every cultural, religious and ethnic back-
ground have found a common cause in fight-
ing back today’s proliferating big government
rules and regulations imposed by costly bloat-
ed government bureaucracies who are ac-
countable to no one at the expense of indi-
vidual rights.
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